Let's Build Our New Bell Tower!

The large bell displayed in the Gathering Area for the last year is part of
our historical heritage as a parish. It was erected in our first church, located on the
corner of South Third & German Streets, in 1858. It was moved to our second
church on Broadway & South Third Streets when it was built in 1911.

We have now been in our third church on South Hyatt Street for 10 years.
Because of budget constraints erecting this bell at our present church has not been
possible. We hope to change that as we celebrate the 150" anniversary of our
parish this year.

Our Bell Tower Committee includes John Borchers, Ed Dock, Mike
Donauer, Mike Droesch, Mike Gross, Tom McClurg, Bob Miller, Paul Struewing &
Jerry Thobe. In the last year they have been meeting to plan and raise funds to
erect the Bell Tower. They plan to do some of the construction work and landscap-
ing with the help of parish volunteers to keep the cost down. We plan to erect the
Bell Tower on the north side of the church in front of the air conditioning units and
use landscaping to hide these units.

Our most recent cost estimate for this project is $40,000.00. To date we
have received half of this amount in donations. This has allowed us to use some of
these funds to hire Charles Chambers of Dayton to do the architectural drawings
needed. We will have a rendering in the Gathering Area.

We will have “Bell Tower Sunday” the weekend of September 13-14. In a
special second collection we hope to raise the additional $20,000.00 needed to
complete the project. If we raise the funds by then we hopefully will have the Bell
Tower erected with electronic computerized controls around Thanksgiving of this
year.

| have been told it was important to a number of parishioners to bring what
was possible from our old churches to our South Hyatt Street church. As we cele-
brate our 150" anniversary as a parish | encourage everyone to help make the new
Bell Tower a reality!
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“The future belongs to those who
believe in the beauty of their
dreams.” —Eleanor Roosevelt

The people of the old Tip-
pecanoe in the mid 1800’s had
dreams to believe in. Many of the
settlers were immigrants who came
to work on the Miami-Erie Canal. A
visiting missionary priest would

able and worthy of emulation.
had a dream that they were never go-
ing to give up on. It took great sacrifice
and perseverance. Today, we call this

stewardship.

Stewardship is three things:
Time, Talent and Treasure. We hear
much about giving of our
ure/money but very little about the

They

treas-

come three or four times a year and
say Mass. These people had a vi-
sion of a church were they could
attend Mass every Sunday. That
vision became a reality in St. John
the Baptist Catholic Church. They
built that first church with very little
money and their own hands. Origi-
nally, it was a mission church and a
priest would come once a month to
celebrate the Eucharist with them.
Their hunger was greater still and at
last their dreams became reality
when the parish was assigned a
full-time priest.

As we celebrate our 150th
Anniversary, the hard work and
dedication of these people is honor-

Imagine a place where you
don’t worry about your teenager hang-
ing with the wrong crowd. Imagine a
place where you're not worried about
what a stranger might do to your seven
or eight year old child. Imagine a place
where youth are encouraged to live
their faith. Imagine a place where eve-
ryone is treated like family.

Now imagine a place where
families pray the Rosary together every
evening. Imagine a place where
sports, yes even sports, and everything
else stops! at 3 pm to pray the Divine
Mercy chaplet. Imagine a place where
people talk about hope, holiness, repa-
ration, heroic virtue, and sing about
crushing the head of Satan.

| found such a place during a
Holy Family Fest at Catholic Family-
land. Yes, | said Catholic Familyland,
and no, it's not as far out as it may
sound. It's simply a place where fami-

Time and Talent features.
these two things so important? With-
out the donated Time and Talents of
ALL of us, our parish could never exist.
All of the programs, all of the socials,
all of the fundraisers require much
Time and many different Talents. Very
few of us would say that we have tons
of free time on our hands. (If you do,
please call me!) But if all of us donate
a little bit of time here and there, we'll
always have enough.

Why are

When it comes to Talent, the

Holy Spirit gives us many different
gifts. What are your gifts? Are you a
great hostess?
with your hands? Are small children a
joy to you?

Do you like to work

Do you play an instru-

lies are reminded to strive for holiness

and integrity in living their Catholic
faith amid a world scarred and divided
by sin, a place where the Catholic
families accept the challenge to be
the light of world.

The Holy Family Fest was a

joyful place. This was especially strik-

ing during the program the final eve-
ning of the Fest. The teenagers were
called forward, and they filled the
stage. They then line danced to
“Cotton Eye Joe.” Now there is noth-
ing particularly holy about line danc-
ing, but there is much to be said for
the joy of those young Catholics.
Among all the teenagers | didn’t see
any bickering or teasing, just good,
clean fun. Recall the joy is a gift of
the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22), and if
you don't associate joy with holiness
and sainthood, then you've never
seen true holiness. After the teenag-
ers were finished, the children twelve

ment? Do you enjoy the company of
the elderly? Are you a good listener?
Is the garden where you find peace?
Are you a wiz with a dust rag and vac-
uum? Can you cook or bake? Does
the buzz of a band saw sound heav-
enly to you? Do you alphabetize your
spice rack? Are you great with num-
bers? Or is art more your thing? On
and on goes the list of gifts that the
Spirit has given us to share with one
another. When we share of these

gifts, we return the blessings that the
Lord has given and we are good stew-
ards of them.

As the new school year be-

gins and we look at our calendars,
perhaps we could look at where and
how we'd like to share our Time and
Talents with our faith community. We
will all be blessed as we share the
beauty of our dreams and build the
Kingdom together.
150 years!

Here's to another

(You can enjoy reading more about
the history of our parish in a book that
Bill Lewis is putting together. It will be
in print soon. Look for it!)

and under were called forward.
They filled the stage and then
some. They did simple hand mo-
tions to the devotional songs “Lord |
Lift Your Name on High” and “We
are One Body in Christ.” | felt a
strong sense of unity while watching
and listening, especially during the
latter song. To me, the event joy-
fully celebrated the aspiration for
holiness.

Catholic Familyland, the
conferences held there, and the
television station and media pro-
duced there are works of the Apos-
tolate for Family Consecration. The
Apostolate’s mission is to help fami-
lies to pray and to study the faith
together in their homes. What a
treasure! It's good to see joy in the
Church and to know that powerful
supports exist to help us live our
faith in the family.



THE WOMEN OF SPIRIT WANT YOU! by Amy Puthoff

Are you a woman? Are you between
the ages of 18 and 118? Are you a
member of St. John the Baptist Par-
ish? If so, the Women of Spirit want
youllll For those of you who are not
familiar with us we are an evangeliza-
tion group for women within the par-
ish. What does that mean? Our mis-
sion statement is to support, encour-
age and empower one another as we
travel the spiritual journey, nurturing
and celebrating our relationships with
God. We try to provide an activity or
program at least four times a year or
once a quarter. Where do the ideas
for the programs come from?...They
come from you! We meet for planning
meetings as the need arises through-
out the year and all women are in-
vited. As ideas are presented, we find
ways to make them happen. Our pro-
grams are a mix of education, social
and spiritual. In the past we have in-
vited speakers to enhance our spirits
like Bobbi Predmore, Barbette Spitler
and Rob Muhlenkamp. We've learned
about our bodies and how to take care
of them from the Dayton Heart Hospi-
tal and Jackie Brooks with “Body
Beautiful — Inside and Out”. We've
also done a lot of laughing (and eat-
ing) at our now annual Camping Trips
and Christmas programs like “Cooking
with Ann & Erma” and making Nativity
bracelets for the Women’s Shelter in
Troy. The best part of all is you're
already a member. There is no regis-
tration or dues, we invite you to join us
for all events but you choose to come
when you can. Please check out our
upcoming events and we hope one or
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more of them appeal to you. If not,
let us know! We love new ideas and
welcome the opportunity to try some-
thing new. For more information
please feel free to contact Amy
Puthoff (667-6294).

WOS Book Club_ - The group has
chosen its next book The Last Lec-
ture by the late Randy Pausch.
When Randy Pausch, a computer
science professor at Carnegie Mel-
lon, was asked to give such a lec-
ture, he didn't have to imagine it as
his last, since he had recently been
diagnosed with terminal cancer. But
the lecture he gave--"Really Achiev-
ing Your Childhood Dreams"--wasn't
about dying. It was about the impor-
tance of overcoming obstacles, of
enabling the dreams of others, of
seizing every moment (because
"time is all you have...and you may
find one day that you have less than
you think"). The group will meeting
September 30 at 7:00pm at the
home of Amy Puthoff to discuss this
book. We hope you will join us.

Harmony Farms — Come join us for
a relaxing and rejuvenating Labyrinth
Walk and Meditation Session at Har-
mony Farms in Tipp City on Thurs-
day, August 14 at 6:45pm. This walk
and meditation session will be lead
by Dr. Don Kramer normally on the
first and third Thursdays of the
month but we are fortunate that he is
hosting a special session just for us.
He is not charging us for this, but
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there is a free-will offering. This is a
chance for you to experience a con-
templative evening. . .away from the
dishes, TV noise or whatever is a part
of your life. Give yourself a break and
come - bring a friend with you!

Fall Camping Weekend - The Camp-
ing Weekend has been scheduled for
October 3 — 5, 2008 at Cowan Lake.
Come join us for a weekend of fun,
relaxation, camp fires, great food and
even better company. More updates
will be provided as the date nears.
Please watch the bulletin for sign-up
sheets and plan to bring a friend.
Mark your calendars now!

Tatiana (Tajci) — Will make a return
visit to St. John the Baptist parish on

Saturday, October 11. Her program
for the evening will be “Let It Be —
Mary’'s Story”. Tatiana is a dynamic
and inspirational performer. Invite all
your family and friends to join you for
an evening you won't soon forget.

Stages of Spiritual Growth  —We are
looking at the Fall 2008 to host this
program at our Banquet Hall and invite
the men of our parish as well. There
are distinct stages of spiritual growth
involving prayer, inner life and church
involvement. Becoming aware of what
stage you're at allows you to respond
to the inner hunger for the “deeper” by
knowing what may be more useful
than taking “whatever comes along”.
If interested in helping, please contact
Jane Steinhauser (854-8701).
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DIALOGUE WITH DAN by Dan Thomas, DEC

Knowing Our Catholic Faith

Every so often people have questions
about what the Catholic Church
teaches. Where can one get answers
about a specific teaching or how the
teachings are connected with one
another? Also how do you explain in
a clear and concise way these teach-
ings? An outstanding resource |
would suggest is the United States
Catholic Catechism for Adults

First of all, it is a wonderful way to get
in touch with the particular doctrine,
sacrament, moral teaching or ele-
ment of prayer that you might want to
know about. | like the way this cate-
chism expresses the “four pillars” of
the faith found in the Catechism of
the Catholic Church : “The Faith
Professed” (Creed), “The Faith Cele-
brated” (Sacraments), “The Faith
Lived” (Morality), and “The Faith
Prayed” (Prayer). These capture well
the connection between those four
aspects of our faith and how they fit

Just a reminder

Our Parish School of
Religion will be start-

ing classes again
soon and there will
be children in the
parking lots. Please

use care when com-
ing and going to pro-
tect our little ones.
Parents, please
make sure that your
children are aware of
traffic when they are
being dropped off
and picked up.

together in a lived faith.

Secondly, the Preface and each
chapter begin with a person or story
that relates to the subject of that
chapter. Some of them are familiar
and some a bit obscure. But all pro-
vide a specific person that you could
use to connect real life and a specific
teaching. This helps the reader see
the relevance of the teaching since
all the doctrines of the Church tells
us something about real life and its
meaning.

A third important part of what this
catechism does is leads you to the
Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Each chapter has three questions
from the catechism itself. You can go
to them and the surrounding ques-
tions for a more thorough coverage
of a particular teaching.

Also, there is a section in each chap-
ter entitled “Relation to Culture,”
which connects that topic to ways

our society is relating both in positive
and negative ways to the teaching. It
helps us to ask ourselves how my life
is impacted by that teaching.

There are “Questions for Discussion,”
which can be used for your own per-
sonal reflection to deepen your under-
standing. These are great for personal
reflection or use in a faith-sharing
group or discussion of our faith.

Several other elements of this resource
are the meditation and prayer sections
for both personal and group use. There
are summary doctrinal statements that
capture essential teachings briefly and
precisely. There is a great index to help
you find any topic you are interested in.

This is an outstanding resource for your
personal growth in faith and discussion
with others about our faith. The best
part is that it is clearly written, well-
organized, and easily understood.

(Amazon has it available for $16.47)
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SALUTATIONS FROM SALLY by Sally Minnich, ECP Director

The halls of St. John’s will soon be filled with the sounds of excited children (and maybe a few tears) as the new
school year starts on September 8. The preschoolers and their parents have been anxiously awaiting the first day
of school. The teachers have put a lot of thought and effort into their preparations to make the classrooms inviting
and the activities stimulating. The reward will be meeting those special little people who will be in their care this
year.

Collectively, our staff has a total of 73 years of experience here at St. John’s. Sally Minnich is the director and
teacher of the Pre-K class. Debbie Roth is the administrative assistant. Sonja Phillips and Tracy Green teach the
Threes and Fours. Kim Browning, Beth Smith and Lisa Stover teach the Fours and Fives. Lizann Makley and
Sonja Phillips are teacher’s aides. (Sonja wears two hats.) If you walk into the classrooms on any given day, it is
evident how much the staff enjoys working with the children. They are a very dedicated group who put in many
extra volunteer hours to make the program the best it can be.

St. John’s Early Childhood
Program Staff and the
number of years they have
worked here: Standing:
Debbie Roth (11), Sally
Minnich (28), Kim Browning
((7), Tracy Green (8) Sit-
ting: Lisa Stover (3), Beth
Smith (5), Sonja Phillips
(9), Lizann Makley (2).

We would like to extend
our appreciation to John
Brenner , a parishioner,
who took the initiative to A e
donate craft paper, scis- i T W T ! : i i

sors and glue sticks to our program. We really appremate his generosﬂy It won't be long till the busy little fmgers of
our preschoolers will be using these materials to make their own creations.

You have the opportunity to turn your trash into cash for our program. We can mail in old ink cartridges and cell
phones and get a check for our preschool. You may drop them by the E.C.P. office or the church office. If you want
to drop them by after Mass, please put them in a plastic bag (such as an old Wal-Mart bag) and put them in front of
the E.C.P. office located in the back hallway across from room 104. Thanks for your help. Every little bit helps.

As the school year starts, please pray for the safety of our children throughout the year and take extra precautions
as you drive through the parking lot during school hours.

Welcome New Parishioners!  Sheri Cheek, Rob and Amy Stanford, Brian and Jill Broering, Newman Ev-
ans, Steve Langston, Dianne Lizatte, Christopher and Donna Hayden, David and Sandra Miller, Ken and
Mary Rinke, Wesley and Deborah Rodenberg, William and Linda Walmsley, Cliff and Angela Bowerman,
and Russell and Mary Lee.

The following persons were baptized recently at St. John’s . Welcome to the Family! William David
Strong, Colin William Turner, Alina Nicole Lewandowski, Hannah Lee Cundiff, Jenna Nicole Fang, Sean
Allyn Heberling, Jillian Nicole Lingg, lan Edward Jirousek, Alexander James Stanford, Isaac David Broering,
Nicholas John Crull, Chase Michael Dirksen, and Allison Kate Hartings.

Joined in Marriage: Wesley Ralph Rodenberg and Deborah Anne Rizer.

Please continue to pray for our deceased: James Steinke, John Florea, and Joyce Brock.




SHAWL MINISTRY CELEBRATES TWO YEARS!!

The St. John’s Shawl Ministry recently celebrated two years of knitting and crocheting prayer
shawls. That's a lot of yarn! These ladies (pictured above) meet at 9:00 am on the first and third
Wednesdays of each month. For more information, please contact Kathy Trimbach at 667-6414

BRRRRRARRARRRARRAR BRI R RARRRARRARRRARRARRARRRARRARRRARRARRRAARRE
MUSIC TO OUR EARS

gSt John’s Choirs are gearing up for fall and are al  ways looking for new
% choir members. If you like to sing and are interest  ed in leading the con-
% gregation in song at the 8:00 Mass, please contact Jim Wolfe at 667-4034
f,gor by email at jwolf8909@woh.rr.com . If the 10:30 Mass is your prefer-
J;, ence, please call Bill Griffin at 698-5590 or by em  ail at bgriffin@coax.net.
.n Both directors assure us that no professional trainin g is required in these
J: positions, all that is needed is a desire to praise God in song. Also, if you
J: play an instrument, you are also welcome.
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BE EUCHARIST by R. Voight

He was old, tired and sweaty, pushing his homemade cart down the alley
stopping now and then to poke around in somebody’s garbage.

| wanted to tell him about EUCHARIST, but, the look in his eyes,

the despair on his face, the hopelessness of somebody else’s life in his cart
told me to forget it, so, | smiled, said “hi” — and gave him EUCHARIST.

She was cute, nice build, a little too much paint,
a little wobbly on her feet as she slid from her barstool, definitely on the make.
“No thanks, not tonight.” — and | gave her EUCHARIST.

She lived alone, her husband dead, her family gone,
and she talked at you — not to you.
Words, endless words, spewed out. So | listened — and gave her EUCHARIST.

Downtown is nice, lights change from red to green and back again.
Flashing blues, pinks, oranges, | gulped them in,
said “thank you, father” — and made them EUCHARIST.

| laughed at myself, and told myself, “you with all your sin and selfishness,
| forgive you, | accept you, | love you.”
It's nice and so necessary, too, to give yourself EUCHARIST.

Tired, weary, disgusted, lonely, go to your friends, open your door,
say “look at me” —and receive their EUCHARIST.

My father, when will we learn, you cannot talk EUCHARIST,

cannot philosophize about it — you do it!

You don’t dogmatize EUCHARIST.

Sometimes you laugh it, sometimes you cry it, often you sing it.

Sometimes it's wild peace, then crying hurt, often humiliating, never deserved.
You see EUCHARIST in another’s eyes, give it in another’s hand held tight,
squeeze it with an embrace;

You pause and EUCHARIST in the middle of a busy day,

speak it in another’s ear, listen to it from a person who wants to talk.

For EUCHARIST is as simple as being on time, and as profound as sympathy.
| give you my supper,
| give you my sustenance,
| give you my life,
| give you me,
| give you EUCHARIST.
Submitted by Betty Voisard
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This year’'s St. John’s festi-
val was a blast. | loved the
games and the rides were
really exciting. There was
awesome food and | really
enjoyed seeing people |
knew. The festival was
really fun and | am really
looking forward to next
year’s festival!

-Caroline Lawson

+ +

It was great seeing so many families
and so many of our young people at
the festival this year. The rides were
great and the food was the best, as
always. Our whole family is looking
forward to working together next year.

-Anony Mouse

The firefighter's waffles
and the Mexican food
were delicious! The rides
were really thrilling. |
rode the Viking Ship 11
times! Playing bingo was
really fun! The prizes
from the games were
really cool. | can’t wait
for the next festival!

-Ben Lawson

Thanks to the Festival Com-
mittee, all of the booth chairs,
workers and those who came
to enjoy themselves, the 2008
St. John’s Festival was a great

success.
together

We are still putting
the numbers SO

watch the bulletin for more info
on the financials.

Next year we will build on the
ideas for improvements that
we have from this year. If you
would like to make sugges-
tions or comments, we’'d love
to hear them. Also, we are in
need of a few more dedicated
volunteers who want to help us
be successful. If you think you
could be an asset to our team,
please contact Pam Fischer by

email:

Pmfischl@aol.com

Remember, if you worked a
shift or two, ate a waffle or a
brat, drank a beverage, played
a game of bingo, rode a scary
ride, played a hand of cards,
took a chance on a basket,
shopped in the flea market, or
took home a goldfish, YOU
HELPED! Thank You for your
generosity and your love for
your parish.
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I YOU ARE INVITED! I

All registered parishioners will soon be receiving an invitation in
the mail to our 150th Anniversary Celebration. The big event is
Sunday, September 21st. We will begin with Mass at 10:30
am, Archbishop Daniel Pilarczyk presiding. The music will be
led by our combined 8:00 and 10:30 choirs. Following the
Mass, we will have a luncheon in the banquet hall. Everyone is
invited and lunch is free but reservations are required so make
I sure that you respond using your response card in your mailed I
invitation. These cards may be mailed to the parish office or
dropped in the collection basket. We are hoping for a wonder-
ful turnout as we celebrate the last 150 years and begin the

I next! Please join us. I
I I | |



