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Of Many
Thingsé

With the depar-
ture of NCR from Dayton
we are reminded of the
effects of the problematic
economy on our area. On
Labor Day, Monday, Sep-
tember 7, 20009,
Archbishop Daniel E. Pi-
larczyk  will celebrate
Mass at 9:00 am at Our
Lady of the Immaculate
Conception Church, 2300
S. Smithville Rd., Dayton.
All Catholics are encour-
aged to attend to pray for
fSacred Hope in the Midst
of a Challenging Econ-
omyo . We ar e
our morning Mass on La-
bor Day to encourage our
parishioners to partici-
pate.

Important

We Miss You! -
An evening with
Archbishop Schnurr about
marriage issues that di-
vide the Church 1T will be
offered in our area from

7:00-9:00 pm Tuesday,
September 8, at Lehman
Catholic High  School,
2400 St. Marys Ave., Sid-
ney & Monday, September
21, at Incarnation Parish,
55 Williamsburg Lane,
Centerville. If you are in a
marriage not recognized
by the Church i a Catholic
whose marriage did not
take place in the Catholic
Church 7 we encourage
you to attend one of these
sessions.

Our ISPD Long
Range Advancement Proc-
ess continues to benefit
plaoréng cire loliri paigsh.
Beginning Wednesday,
September 2, we will move
our daily Mass on
Wednesdays to 7:00 pm.
We will try this for 4
months to see if there is a
sufficient interest in having
a weekly evening Mass.

| wish to thank all
those who have so gener-

ously pledged and donated
to reduce our parish debt
incurred by the building of
Phase Il of our Hyatt
Street complex. Our cur-
rent debt stands at
$403,000.00. The last 3-
year pledges are coming
to an end. | am working
with our Finance Council
to plan the next phase of
our debt reduction. We
would like to retire this
debt as soon as possible
to save the parish thou-
sands of dollars in interest
payments. | will be con-
tacting you soon for your
help.

Our prayers are
with our graduating high
school seniors who are
beginning college or work
and our parishioners who
have graduated from col-
lege and are beginning
their careers. May the
Lord bless all your future
endeavors!

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT!
NEW WEBSITE TO BE UNVEILED SOON!

The parish ISPD Communications Committee, chaired by David Fallert, has been
working for several months to create a new and improved parish website. All active
ministerial leaders are being asked to provide background and contact information
about their ministry for the site. Some of the current website features will be re-
tained, including the posting of the weekly bulletin and the AMEN! newsletter. New
features include links to sacraments, education, evangelization, faith-building, ser-
vice and social. We hope you like look of the new site and bookmark it for frequent
use. The committee hopes to have the fully-functioning site available for your use in
a matter of weeks. Just a reminder: the website address is
www.stjohnthebaptist.cc
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THE BUCK STOPS HERE
by Cindy Griffin, Editor

ltds that time of year

of back to school supplies. Parents are joyful and kids are
either excited or bummed, depending on their age and
mi ndset . ltds a time of

Programs kick off, new sports seasons are ready to be
enjoyed (GO BUCS!) and notebooks are clean and crisp,
ready to be filled with the wonders of English and Science.
| love the summer so | am a little bit melancholy at the

these ministries require a once a month commitment and
little or no preparation. We have families who choose to

live our Catholic faith.

While I dm at it I 61 I
Both Jim Wolfe and Bill Griffin are always looking for sing-
ers and instrumentalists to help out with Sunday music.
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change of the seasons. Letting go of the fireflies, porch They assure me that you donot
sitting and garden ar e har dindludes thendet or CiregiedHall ig erder tonlee avpartooh g .
love the fall colors, crisp mornings and tailgate partiesbut t hei r groups. Al l thatds need:¢

itds the transition that i s with @herd. Caeatldin wittn amevaf thegn aftehMass antdlse2 ¢ h i
winter i sndt far of f . E v e nabout addihgoyaut specidity. | dr en a't home, I
feel the hectic pace of life as we gear up for fall. | 6d also |Ilike to say thank:

One thing that is a pleasure to me each fall is see- made the summer festival a success. Having fun and cele-
ing familiar faces returning to the pews on Sunday morn- brating community are the number one reasons for the
ings. Vacations are a great thing but we miss out on the sweat and toil. | believe that both of those goals were ac-
fellowship that is provided to us by our parish family. complished this year. Be sure to check out the pictures on
Donut Sundays were always a favorite of our kids because the back page of this issue. If you have ideas for next year,
they had a chance to visit with their friends after Mass. please email Pam Fischer (pmfischl@aol.com) to let her
(Yes, and eat donuts, too, what a deal!) So welcome know. Or better yet, think about joining the Festival Com-
back, world travelers, we0v eitteai Bhis &un grquw af people will begin meeting some-

Fall is also a good time to get involved with some- time after the first of the year to plan for Festival 2010. We
thing new at church. St . ranhlwaysuseydufimput.s many service op-
portunities. Some of those are one-s h o't deal s t h a®ne maentlling before | go do some canning from
involve a long commitment, others are more ongoing. t he gardends bounty. pl ease

Serving a meal at the St. Vincent hotel on a Sunday eve-
ning is a good way to show gratitude for t he gifts that we
are given in life. | would encourage you to try this. Older
children can attend with p
workers on the fourth Sunday of each month. More details
can be found in the bulletin.

Becoming a lector, usher, server or Eucharistic

will be starting up soon. There will be children in the park-
ing lots on Sunday mornings. Look out for our little ones as
you come and go from Mass. They are precious to us and

Have a fall
earlier... GO BUCS!

great

AN ADMIRABLE MAN 6 GERALD DEMERS submitted by a friend

Needy Basket, the dinance Corps. He taught
Tipp City, Bethel and Monroe industrial engineering at Vir-
Township Food Pantry, has ginia State Uni. and Mau-
been in operation since reen was very active in the
1946, feeding the hungry church ministry to feed,
year-round and providing clothe and house the needy.
Christmas Baskets of food, Gerry took an immediate
toys, shoes, and gift certifi- interest in Needy Basket and
cates. There has never been soon became Chair-
a paid staffo all work is done man. With his army organiz-
by volunteers. ing background he soon re-

In 2000, Gerry and wrote the constitution, by-
Maureen Demers moved laws and operating poli-
from Petersburg, Va. to Tipp cies. (The members fondly
to be closer to their twocal | ed
grandsons. Gerry was a re- up an accounting system to
tired Army Colonel in the Or- manage the inventory and to

satisfy the IRS. Members many years was the base-

marveled at his insistence on
doing the job right and his
attention to details. All this
while Maureen fought and
lost the battle with pancreatic
cancer. His love for her was
very apparent in the time
spent with her and his atten-
tion to her every need.

Not only did Gerry
develop the Needy basket
operation into a real busi-
ness, but he showed his

h i m Héis€toskills rine thed negotiation for

the rental property on 5"
St. The previous location for

ment of the American Legion
but a larger, more conven-
ient space was badly
needed. Gerry also showed
his ability to recruit and train
new volunteers. That &
all: with his engineering ex-
perience he devised new
food storage systems and
streamlined the Christmas
Basket operation. What a
guy ! Hats off to you, Gerry,
for your years of labor in
contributing your talents to
this important ministry.
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WOMEN OF SPIRIT UPCOMING EVENTS!

DZ The women of St. Johnés are fortunate that we have a f
This Getaway Weekend provides a special time and place for restoring our energy, emotional well-being, and our spirits.

It offers a chance to for friends to spend time together relaxing around a campfire, or walking beside the lake. We are

blessed to experience God in the nature around us, and to see His presence in one another. (Check out the pictures

bel ow that were taken during the 2008 weekend.) This yea
the evening on Friday, October 2", and wraps up by noon on Sunday, October 4™

Women from 18 to 118 are invited to share this weekend of relaxation, play, and renewal. Please call or email to re-
serve your place: Kathy McGrath, 937-667-4932 or kmcgrath@woh.rr.com; or Theresa Ewing, 937-974-2816 or golf-
girl@gimail.af.mil. The cost of the weekend is still only $75. A $25 deposit is needed by September 4 to hold your spot.
Reservations paid in full by September 11 will receive a $5 discount. For more information, or if you have any questions,
please feel free to contact any member of the planning group: Patti Bunce, Lisa Davis, Amy Dziedzic, Theresa Ewing,
Kathy McGrath, or Karen Muldowney and watch the bulletin for further updates.

DZ Our next book club sel ecti on LsaDaviskhas offere® o hasteour'boolorgvie a h | e
evening sometime in September. Date and time will be sent out later, so begin your end of summer reading with this
book! Reminder: Jay & Mary's Book Center in Troy offers us a discount on books by mentioning St. John's WOS.

DZ Friday, November 13th, the WOS will host a Card Party f
available and each participate will be asked to bring a snack to share. There will be more details to come from Diane
Gulledge and Ann Robinson as they plan this event.

DZ The movie AEntertaining Angel s: The Dorothy Day Story:«
spring (2008) which sparked interest in viewing the entire movie as a group. Ann Robinson has volunteered her home to
view the movie for early 2010. Date and details will be announced later.

The Women of Spirit ministry is open to all women (18 yea
others to join you in coming to a WOS event. We need and want your help in the planning and facilitating future events.

If you have a recommendation of an activity for WOS, please contact Kathy McGrath at 937-667-4932 or
kmcgrath@woh.rr.com, or Theresa Ewing at 937-974-2816 or golfgirl@gimail.af.mil with your ideas.

L-R Back Row: Rose Denney, Judy Slattery, Linda
Wilson, Alice Sferro, Kathy McGrath, Theresa Ewing,
Suzanne Vulgamore and Judie McKitrick

Front Row: Lisa Davis, Ruth Magness (in chair), Just hanging out and _having_ a_good time with friends, old and new!
Cindy Griffin, Lora Schoner and Jane Thompson. L-R Judy Slattery, Judie McKitrick, Theresa Ewing, Jane Thompson,

Not pictured: Amy Puthoff, Mary Cubick Alice Sferro and Rose Denney.



