From The Pastor’'s Desk
Fr. Marc Sherlock

HISTORY AFFECTING OUR HISTORY

| am writing to you while on my annual
retreat the day after our national election.
Something very significant morally hap-
pened in our country yesterday. For the
first time in our nation’s 232 year history
we elected a person of color as President
of the United States.

Lest anyone think this is about partisan
politics it makes no difference whether we
elected a Republican or Democrat, liberal
or conservative. Morally in 232 years we
have gone from persons of color sitting in
the back of our buses, unwelcome in
white hotels, restaurants, schools and
even churches to electing an African-
American President of the United States!

As part of our 150" parish anniversary
celebration Bill Lewis is in the final stages
of updating our parish history. In it you
will find that in its early years St. John the
Baptist parishioners were subject to hate
groups. Often these groups not only at-
tack persons of color but also religious

HELP WANTED

To improve ways we commu-
nicate at St. Johns, the par-
ish is requesting your email
address. Please respond
with your name and email
address to:
stjohn.info@gmail.com

You can also provide your

email address at the table
display in the Narthex. Your
address will not be made
available for purposes other
than parish news. Thanks in
advance for helping us with
this giant undertaking!

groups such as Catholics and Jews.

On November 4 we were not voting on
Catholic Church teaching. The dignity of the
human person, the sanctity of human life at
all stages is not up for a vote or subject to
opinion polls. We were electing someone to
run our country for the next four years.
Whether or not he keeps his campaign prom-
ises or proves to be a good President is yet
to be seen.

Elections come and go but we are still a pro-
phetic voice as Catholic Christians to the so-
cial sins of our society. Whether it is the ills
of abortion, capital punishment, unjust wars,
medical procedures that violate the sanctity
of human life or economic policies that fail to
serve the common good, our voice must re-
main public.

It is not easy to be a prophet. Historically
prophets are rejected and sometimes Kkilled.
We must be patient and persevere. A mile-
stone such as electing a person of color as
President only took 232 years!
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CRAZY! That's how most
people, including me, describe this
time of year. All of the shopping,
baking, parties, decorating, cook-
ing, crowds.....it's just crazy.
We've been given examples in past
years as to how to make it less
crazy. Take time for prayer, cut
back on all of the unimportant stuff,
etc., but in the end, most of us are
still feeling The Crazy.

I, for one, have decided to
change the way | look at all of this.
My new mantra is going to be
“make it work for me”. If Advent is
a season of preparation, a season
for preparing my heart for the com-
ing of Jesus, why not make every
crazy thing | do this season a
preparation for the Lord's being
one with my heart? What better
time for small prayers than when
I'm standing in a long line at the
mall? (Okay, my friends are laugh-

ing out loud because they know |
avoid the mall like the plague! But
you get my drift, right?) With each gift
| wrap, | can think about the ways that
I've overwrapped my heart and shut
out the goodness there is to see.
With each light | string | could pledge
to be a better light to His people. With
each batch of cookies | bake | could
read one short scripture passage and
reflect on it's meaning for me. As |
stir my sauce/gravy/custard | will re-
member the patience that the Creator
has had with me every single day that
I’'m breathing. .

Perhaps you, too, are thinking
of ways to make Advent/Christmas
more meaningful. Nothing does it for
me more than helping someone less
fortunate. For the last 17 years my
family has been participating in a pro-
ject in cooperation with the Dayton
Northwest Boarding Home Ministry
and the parishioners of St. John’s.

Liturgy and Worship

Names are provided for residents of the
home and are placed on our parish giv-
ing tree and we supply a wonderful
Christmas party complete with presents,
cookies, carols and the guy in the red
suit. My grown children enjoy coming
home for this event because it is part of
our Christmas ritual. This year, we will
visit the home on Sunday afternoon,
December 21st. If you would like to join
us for a fun and meaningful day, we
invite you to add to the craziness of the
season. It's just one little thing from us
that will mean so much to others who
have very little. Just one more way to
prepare our hearts for the One who
came for us. Call me (698-5590) or
email me (cgriffin@coax.net) if you want
to participate or if you have questions.

Here’s hoping that your Advent
will be a meaningful, crazy time, filled
with love, laughter, family and friends
and the Spirit of the One who makes it
all possible!

by Jeanne Fairbanks, Worship Commission

As the summer sun fades and the chill in the air brings fal-
ling leaves and the change of seasons, | am reminded of
the change in season we are about to experience in our
liturgical year. Our liturgical calendar begins a new on Nov.

Holy Family

Epiphany

30" on the First Sunday of Advent. As is our experience of

seasons, there is a change in color, texture and mood in

our liturgical experience as well. In Advent you will see the

color violet symbolizing humility and awaiting the coming of
Christ and rose as a sign of joy during the Advent season.
In each season of our liturgical year we are given a sign of
the meaning through our visual experience. The colors let
us know the time of year. White, the color of joy and vic-
tory, used for the seasons of Christmas and Easter; Red,
is used on days when we celebrate the passion of Jesus on
Passion Sunday and Good Friday; Green, seen every-
where in plants and trees, symbolizes life and hope and are
used during ordinary time. Much of what we use to bring
meaning to our worship space calls us to experience the

Lent

Ascension
Pentecost

season and liturgical year in a deeper and more meaningful

way. As we venture into our new year, stay awake to the
change in seasons...our liturgical season.

The following is a glance of the Liturgical year:

Advent

4 weeks of preparation for Christmas

Christmas (birth of Christ)

Ordinary Time |

Ordinary Time Il
Trinity Sunday

Mary the Mother of God (New Year’'s Day)

Baptism of the Lord

Ash Wednesday

Passion (Palm) Sunday

Easter Sacred Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday
and Holy Saturday.)

Easter Vigil (The Resurrection)

Easter (Celebrate the Resurrection at Masses - The
greatest Feast of the year.)

Second to Sixth Sundays

Body and Blood of Christ

Ordinary Time Il (continued...)

Solemnity of Christ the King

(See Page 6 for more information on celebrating Ad-
vent in your home.)



Women of Spirit Close Out Another Great Year!

by Amy Puthoff

Wow, what another wonder-
ful year for the Women of Spirit!
We've enjoyed four books this year
in our WOS Book Club including
“The Last Lecture” by Randy
Pausch, a touching and heart warm-
ing book of a man and father's les-
sons learned written down to pass
on to his children after he is gone.
Our last book of the year was “One
Thousand White Women - The
Journals of May Dodd” by Jim Fer-
gus. An American western with a
most unusual twist, this is an imagi-
native fictional account of the partici-
pation of May Dodd and others in
the controversial "Brides for Indians”
program, a clandestine U.S. govern-
ment-sponsored program intended
to instruct "savages" in the ways of
civilization and to assimilate the Indi-
ans into white culture through the

offspring of these unions.

Our annual WOS Camping
Weekend was another success this year.
(See picture below.) Fifteen women
joined together on October 3-5 at Cowan
Lake State Park for a fantastic time. The
weather was beautiful, the food terrific
and the company even better. The great
weather lent itself to several hikes in the
wood, campfires each night and time
spent outside reading a book, enjoying
crafts, or making new friends. Thanks
again to Cindy Griffin, Sally Beam, Janie
Thompson and Theresa Ewing for all
their planning and work.

Our parish welcomed Tatiana in
concert on October 11 and some of the
WOS chipped in to make Tajci and her
family’s visit a pleasant one. The concert
was “Let It Be, Mary’'s Story” a beautiful

compilation of popular songs as well
as Tatiana originals which was mov-
ing and inspirational at the same time.
Special thanks to all those who
helped, Jeanne Fairbanks, Jeri Layer,
Marie Newlin, Susan Willis, Janie
Thompson, Susanne Vulgamore,
Mary Cubick, Judie McKitrick, Darlene
Lewis, Kathy McGrath, Lara Limbert
and (Girls of Spirit) Maria Fairbanks
and Andrea Regalski.

Our final program for the year
was held on Saturday, November 15
from 9am — 12:00noon presented by
our own Dr. Jane Steinhauser on
Stages of Spiritual Growth. This pro-
gram helped us explore where we are
in our spiritual journey and how to
navigate the many doors and win-
dows that present themselves.

At the close of an-
other great camp-
out weekend

L to R top row—

Rose Denney,
Judy  Slattery,
Linda Wilson, Alice
Sferro, Kathy
McGrath, Theresa
Ewing, Susanne
Vulgamore  and

Judie McKitrick.

L to R bottom
row—Lisa Dauvis,
Cindy Griffin, Ruth
Magness, Lora
Schoener and Jane
Thompson.

Not Pictured: Amy
Puthoff and Mary
Cubick.

The Women of Spirit would like to remind all the women of St. John’s parish that we want to know what you think!
Please feel free to join us at any time for as little or as long as you can. The group has a revolving membership and
open to any woman in the parish who enjoys fun, fellowship, and an opportunity to learn more about themselves and
their faith. For more information on any Women of Spirit event or planning meeting, contact Amy Puthoff at 667-6294.
Our mission statement is to support, encourage and empower one another as we travel the spiritual journey, nurturing
and celebrating our relationships with God.



DIALOGUE WITH DAN by Dan Thomas, DEC

Evangelization & Catechesis
The two words “evangelization and catechesis” are
words that are very much a part of our Catholic Tradition
that are commonly used among Church professionals
like yours truly, but often don’'t have much meaning for
the ordinary Catholic in the pews. What exactly do they
mean and do they affect us in our everyday life at all?

Two recent experiences helped me reflect on the mean-
ing of these words for myself. The first was a workshop
that | attended with our pastor and new youth ministry on
evangelization. It began with the question, “what do you
see when you look in the mirror each morning?” All kinds
of answers came to my mind but not the one suggested
by the speaker, Fr. John Hurley of the National Pastoral
Life Center, which was “you are a disciple of Christ.”

The second experience was reading the magazine First
Things in which Fr. Richard Neuhaus wrote of his time
as pastor of a Lutheran Church in New York City, which
was dealing with dwindling numbers. After several years
of evangelization, “St. John’s was again a vibrant parish,
although of a very different racial and ethnic mix.” He
then asks an important question of his Catholic readers:
“Why don’t Catholics do that with these declining or thor-
oughly declined urban parishes?” His answer is interest-
ing:

[T]he [Catholic] laity are not trained or
encouraged to be evangelists. They do
not understand it to be their task to
build the parish . The Church’s role is to
service them and they have done their
duty if they are there to be serviced.
This unhappy mindset could be changed
if there were more bishops, priests, dea-
cons, and laity who embraced the mis-
sionary imperative that is integral to the
life of the Church.

Richard Neuhaus, First Things , No-
vember 2008, p. 68

What does it mean to be “a disciple of Christ,” one
whose “task is to build the parish?” A disciple of Christ is
first of all a person who experiences the “good news”
preached by Jesus for him- or herself. One who knows

that God is good and loving and this God loves him or her
truly and deeply. He or she then wants to share that news
with all those he or she meets.

The Christmas season is a perfect time to experience that
good news because it is the time that we recall and cele-
brate that “God so loved that world” that God sent God’s
Son to save it and us individually and as a community.
The video “The Mystery of God — Jesus” expresses this is
the following quote:

Christmas
Listen as | call to you through the flutes and
chimes of Christmas
Listen to the tinsel and the presents
For | am here with you
| Emmanuel am here
Remember as you celebrate that Christmas leads
to Easter
And Easter leads to now
You are a people for whom | offered my own birth
in order to offer my death
You are a people saved from sin and made ready
for joy
So rejoice this Christmas
Not because of the glitter and gold
But because | am present in your needs
| have suffered them and they are now trans-
formed
| have sheltered safely in the cold stable of your
world
| am there and even if sometimes you cannot find
me in the midst of your life
| remain with you
Tonight is Christmas
Light the candles
They have more right to exist than all the dark-
ness
It is Christmas and Christmas lasts forever

So let us recall what are the true joys of Christmas and
use the coming Advent season to reflect on the good
news that God has sent us in that Person who came, and
comes now, to be within our lives as individuals and as
the Christian community of disciples called “St John the
Baptist Parish.”

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS!

Gina and Bob Magoteaux
Shanna Mott

Douglas and Tina Spohn
Catherine and Christopher Rahe
Joy and George Doviak, Il
Erica and Tom Miller

Flo and Robert Knoth

Elizabeth and Russell Tkach
Patricia and Joseph Hochdoerfer
Lynda and Troy Turner

Caroline and Kraig Shelton
Rebecca and James Hempker
Louise and George Griman




IN TIME WITH TERI by Teri Iverson, Youth Minister

Enjoy the Beauty Around You!

| was driving home the other day and it hit me...
WINTER IS COMING! | started thinking about the
freezing cold weather (okay, so here in Ohio it may
not be quite as cold as North Dakota, but anything
below 70 is cold to me!), tromping through snow with
wet feet, the constant brown of the bare trees, and all
the other unpleasant things | don't like about winter.
In fact, | dread it.

As | drove, | continued to ponder all of the things that
depressed me about winter and | got more and more
discouraged as time went on. | WANTED SUMMER
BACK! | wanted to run around in the green grass with
my shorts on, enjoy the hot days, and go swimming in
the lake! The more | thought about it, the more dis-
couraged | got until | looked up. To the right of me
were hundreds of thousands of beautifully colored
leaves on all of the trees! Deep reds, bright oranges,
sunny yellows, and even a few that were still green. |
realized that the whole time I'd been thinking ahead to
winter and reminiscing about the past summer, I'd
been missing what beauty was around me in the pre-
sent.

| wonder how often we do that in our own lives. We
become so wrapped up in what is coming up or en-
grossed in something that happened in the past that
we forget to enjoy what is happening now. In doing
so, we could miss what are really great things. God is
the only one who knows what the future holds...and
the only one who knows all the details of our past. He
has a plan for each of our lives and knows what will
happen a minute, an hour, or a year from now. God

We Welcome thru Baptism

knows what happened to us last week, last year, or last dec-
ade. He loves us unconditionally and wants only the best for
us. We should enjoy what is going on around us RIGHT
NOW!!!  If we are experiencing difficulties, then let us rejoice
in the fact that we are becoming stronger people and that
someday things will eventually get better. If our lives are
going super, then let us ENJOY the good time and not worry
about when that good time will end. We need to let God into
our lives and be with Him RIGHT NOW...to let go of the past
and to not dwell on the future. Otherwise, we may miss the
beauty in our lives today!!! May the peace and the beauty of
God touch your life today!

Grace Nicole Brooks and Natalie Renee Doseck

We Celebrate the Marriage of

Kraig Denver Shelton and Caroline Christine Hinze

We Pray for Our Deceased

Michael Wood and Gerald Yantis
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SALUTATIONS FROM SALLY

“My mom and dad, my family, my
dog, my friends, my blankie, owls
and bats, little pencils, toys, teddy
bears, snow, sunshine so | can play
outside” —these are some of the
blessings that the children wrote on
their paper hands that make up the
feathers on our turkey bulletin
board. We feel blessed as well to
be able to share our days with pre-
schoolers who help us appreciate
all the little things in our lives. We
are also thankful for all the and pa-
rishioners throughout the year.
Everyone enjoyed the cookies that
parents baked for our annual open
house on October 16. We appreci-
ate the efforts of Joe Hagan who
donated his time, talent and spare
lumber to prepare the wood pieces
that the older children will nail to-
gether to make totem poles. We
are grateful to John Brenner who
brought in one hundred more glue
sticks for the children’s creative en-
deavors. We would like to thank all
those who are saving used ink car-
tridges and old cell phones so we
can turn them in for cash. We are
also grateful to the Tipp City Foun-
dation for the $300 grant which will
pay for the cost of the Dayton Phil-
harmonic String Quartet which will
perform here in December. We can
celebrate Thanksgiving every day,

by Sally Minnich, ECP Director

but the families will be invited to a
feast on November 24 when the chil-
dren will provide a simple meal and
entertainment as the culmination of a
unit which focuses on making friends
and sharing just as the Native Ameri-
cans and Pilgrims did.

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2009-
2010 SCHOOL YEAR WILL BEGIN
ON WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 7, AT
8:45 A.M. FOR PARISIONERS AND
FAMILIES WITH CHILDREN IN THE
PROGRAM. Even if you have called
to inquire about the program previ-
ously or have put your name on the
waiting list, you still need to register
for fall classes on January 7. It is ad-
visable to register as early in the day
as possible on that date since some
sessions fill up quickly. You, or some-
one you designate, may come to the
center to put your child’s name on the
appropriate class list and pick up a
registration packet which must be
filled out and returned within a week.
You may also call and leave a detailed
message. However, spaces are filled
on a first come, first served basis and
there is no guarantee that a particular
time slot will be open when your call is
returned. If you would like more infor-
mation about the program or would
like to schedule a visit, please call
Sally Minnich at 667-2629.

Listed below are the times for each of
the seven classes listed by age group.
Threes and fours must be three or
older by September 30. Fours and
fives must be four or older by Septem-
ber 30. The Pre-K class will first be
registering children who will be five
before December 30, 2009. Others
who are interested in the pre-K may
put their name on a separate list to be
considered if there are any other
openings in that class. All children
must be completely potty trained.

Threes & Fours
Monday & Wednesday 8:40-11:15

Monday & Wednesday 12:25-3:00

Tuesday & Friday 8:40-11:15

Fours & Fives (1 class)

Monday, Wednesday, Friday
8:40-11:15

Fours & Fives (2 classes)
Monday, Wednesday, Friday

12:25-3:00
Pre-K
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday
8:40-11:15

Advent comes from the Latinasleahtusmeaning "coming”. During this season osrdioeusit-
ing and preparation for the birth of Our Lerd.bAgws the New liturgical year in the Clsirch Th
year, the first Sunday of Advent falls on N@@ember

An advent wreath traditionally contains fosetimmdiepurple and one rose. Purple dyes were one s
rare and costly that they were associated ltttreyRoman Catholic Church has long uséar this ¢

around Christmas and Easter to honor Jesuse Theplereandles in the Advent wreath symbmligedusp and love. Th
candles are lit on the first, second, and fodalysSu Advent. The rose candle, which sympakzesyally lit on the thir
Sunday.

Sometimes a fifth candle is placed inside thevéghtbnThis candle is lit on Christmas Dahyitdt the color associated
angels and the birth of Jesus.

Here is a sample Advent prayer that may bgaseddmeAs we light these candles let us warm our hedcsne little
Jesus. Let us spend Advent prayerfully. Letdosvslowr lives and spend quiet time with & God, your word make
things holy. Pour down your blessings on thjsvareétremind us to slow down our pace amaredsids ready for the
coming of Your Son, Our Lord. Amen.
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SHARING THE MINISTRY

Funeral Reception Ministry

Submitted by Eleanor Warf

How blessed we are here at St. John’s to
have a dedicated group of parishioners that come
together to serve a delicious meal after a funeral to
bereaved families and their friends. Conversation
and fellowship are such a comfort to the grieving
family. Long time friends, extended family and peo-
ple that have traveled from out of town can linger
longer while sharing a warm meal.

After being notified of the impending funeral,
I make calls to those who have agreed to help with
this very important ministry. Everyone has a choice
of helping to set up the banquet room, donating a
designated dish for the meal, serving or cleaning up.
We have plenty of dedicated workers; some of them
not only work their shift but will also stay until the last
dish is washed. We have received so many varied
and delicious foods to share. If by chance there are
any leftovers, they are offered to the family or do-
nated to St. Vincent de Paul in Dayton or to the Troy
Soup Kitchen.

Successful volunteers are often people that

have known minor setbacks or suffered major
tragedies in their own lives. They not only rec-
ognize a need, they have learned that giving of
their time is a great blessing to them as well as
to the families that they serve. As one volunteer
put it, “I gave so little time and gained so much
in return.”

We have been blessed at St. John’s
with a beautiful banquet facility and with the
warm and gracious help of the Funeral Recep-
tion Ministry who helps in time of sorrow.

Editor's Note: Funeral Dinners are offered free
of charge to all families planning a funeral at St.
John’s thanks to the generous donations of food
from parishioners. Even those who work out-
side the home can bring a dish by the church
either the evening before or the morning of the
funeral. If you'd like to volunteer to be on this
list, please call Eleanor Warf at 667-6353.

Home Communion Ministry

Submitted by Ann Fallert

I've been coordinating this ministry for our parish
homebound for just over a year. In that time I've
been blessed so many times and in so many ways.
One gift of this ministry is the friendship bond | have
with each and every one of our homebound. An-
other plus is the sharing between ministers. We not
only exchange ideas how to improve our visits, but
also share touching experiences.

I would like to mention two events that occurred re-
cently.

The first took place on the morning of our 150" anni-
versary mass. We had to juggle times and sched-
ules so we wouldn’t slight our homebound. When
the minister arrived, the recipient was not feeling
well. He was in bed with his eyes closed. Not sure if
she should proceed, she asked him, and he replied
“definitely”. Throughout the service he kept his eyes
closed. When the minister finished, she touched his
arm and said she hoped the Eucharist would bring
him peace.

At this, he opened his eyes and a tear was on his

cheek. These folks can really touch your heart.
Another minister was visiting for the first time
and wondered what to talk about. He decided
to share a little of his background. Men seem
to enjoy talking about their work experiences.
Coincidently, both had worked in the same or-
ganization at WPAFB 24 years ago. Both were
heartened and blessed by this chance connec-
tion.

As ministers, we know the prime reason for our
visit is the Eucharist. However, by our sharing,
we are the Body of Christ. | believe this sharing
helps the homebound feel they're very much a
part of our parish community; this is very impor-
tant. | still feel uncomfortable when the home-
bound thank me for the visit - it's hard to explain
how blessed | feel.

It would not be possible for me to coordinate
this endeavor without the dedication of all our
parish ministers who give so freely of their time
each and every Sunday.

Music Ministry

Submitted by an anonymous choir member

Why do I sing in the choir? It's sure not because | have a great voice, | don’t. It's because | love music
and love the idea that | am helping to lead the congregation in worship. After all, God gave me this
voice, surely He wanted me to use it! St. Augustine said, “He who sings, prays twice.” Sounds good to

me!

Editor's Note: Would you like to sing in one of our choirs or do you play an instrument? We welcome
you to be active participants in this ministry. Why note give it a try? Please call Bill Griffin at 698-5590

or Jim Wolf at 667-4034 for more info.
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COME ONE, COME ALL! i

| The St. John’s MOM’s group is once |
| again hosting their Annual Winter Craft !

| Bazaar on Saturday, December 6thi|.

1 2008 from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m. in the |
I banquet hall. If you would like to be al
I I
| vendor for the bazaar, please contact |

| Christy Peters at 667-3071 or cris- ||

I pysl04@aol.com. Vendor Fee is $25
: and a small donation (product, gift cer-
:tificate, etc.) for the raffle. The fee in-
| cludes your space, table(s) and a chair. |
lIn addition to the raffle, we will also |
I host a soup lunch from 11-2. $2 will |
| get a bowl of soup, bread, drink and |
: dessert. A baked goods sale will also :
| be available. Come and Christmas |

1 shop with us! I #
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