
   

Apparitions of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 In the October 9, 
2009 edition of our Arch-
diocesan newspaper, The 
Catholic Telegraph , 
Bishop Ratko Peric is 
reported to have clarified 
to Confirmation candi-
dates in the local Catholic 
parish in Medjugorje that 
the alleged apparitions of 
Mary in that town have 
never been recognized 
by the Vatican as authen-
tic. 
 
 In places where 
the Vatican has recog-
nized an apparition of 
Mary as authentic, such 
as Lourdes, the Catholic 
Church is stating that 
Catholics may believe in 
the apparition if they are 
so inspired but it is not 
necessary for a Catholic 
to do so.  A recognized 
apparition of Mary is pri-
vate, not public, revela-
tion.  Public revelation 
ended with the death of 
the last apostle, St. John.  
Public revelation contains 
truths necessary for sal-
vation.  Private revela-
tions may restate a nec-
essary truth but they will 
never state for the first 
time a necessary truth for 
salvation. 
 

 What is necessary 
for Catholics to believe 
about Mary?  First, she 
freely accepted the call by 
God to be the mother of 
Jesus.  Therefore she is 
the Mother of God.  We 
celebrate this truth on 
January 1.  Mary was im-
pregnated through the 
power of the Holy Spirit so 
we believe that Mary re-
mained a virgin her entire 
life.  We believe at the end 
of her earthly life Mary was 
assumed, body and soul, 
into heaven.  We celebrate 
this truth on August 15.  
Because God knew from all 
eternity that Mary would 
freely accept the call to be 
the mother of Jesus, 
Catholics believe that Mary, 
from the moment of her 
conception in the womb of 
her mother, St. Ann, was 
free from sin.  We celebrate 
this truth on December 8, 
the Solemnity of the Im-
maculate Conception.  
Mary, under this title, is the 
Patron Saint of the United 
States of America.  We 
also believe that Mary 
freely chose the good all 
her life ï she never sinned. 
 
 Mary is the model 
of faith.  She always said 
ñyesò to God.  Recognized 
apparitions may be helpful 
for some; her model of faith 
is helpful to us all! 
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AMEN! 
ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CHURCH  

NOVEMBER 2009 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
Dave and Sheila Gagnon 

Mario and Genoveva Segura 
Kurt and Shannon Eberhardt 

Sonya Lyons 
Steven and Jan Couvillon 

Mitchell and Michelle Gudorf 
Steven and Terri Graves 
Ted and Jennifer Jones 

 
 

Welcome Through Baptism! 
Jakob Alexander Allen, son of Matthew and Amy Allen 

Megan Olivia Stron, daughter of Brian And Angels Stron 
Taylor Lydia DeMange, daughter of Aaron and Lynn DeMange 

 
 

  
Celebrations of Marriage: 

James Joseph Sagona and Rachel Lee Schmit 
Samuel Thomas Book and Brandy Rochelle Kitta 

Keith Robert dugan and Emily Marie Vagedes 
Levi Zachary O'Neill and Tara Marie Schmitmeyer 

  
 

We Mourn: 
Helen Trame 

Norma Carleton 
Richard Comer 
Harold Miller 

FROM THE PASTORôS DESK 
Fr. R. Marc Sherlock  

Our music minis-

tries are always 

looking for people 

to sing or play in-

struments at 

Mass.  Do you 

strum, pluck or 

hum?  Consider 

sharing your tal-

ent with us!  
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THE BUCK STOPS HERE 
by Cindy Griffin, Editor 

 Every year during the Advent season, our parish 
sets out a large Advent wreath in the gathering area.  On it 
are placed the names of those in need with some small gift 
ideas.  Families come into the  church and we see the chil-
dren hurry over to the wreath to pick out a person to buy 
for.  Itôs a flurry of activity and itôs very hard not to get into 
the holiday spirit along with the young ones.   
 Back in 1990 when my family first came to St. 
Johnôs, the worship commission was having a hard time 
coming up with enough names to put on the (at that time) 
Giving Tree.  It seems that Tipp City is a somewhat affluent 
community and there just werenôt enough poor people to go 
around.  So the commission went looking and through the 
efforts of Fr. Tony Backhoff, our pastor, we got involved 
with the  Outreach Ministry at St. Agnes/Corpus Christi par-
ishes.  The Outreach Ministry is now run by Corpus/Our 
Lady of Mercy/Queen of Martyrs parishes.  There are ten 
boarding homes in the program.  The people who live in 
these home are truly the least of our brothers.  They are 
very needy, both in a material sense as well as a personal 
sense.  Most are long-term mental health patients.  Many 
have spent their adult years institutionalized, first in hospital
-like settings and now in boarding homes.  Some old, some 
young, some who hold jobs, some who cannot.  All on 
medication, many with no families.  Some are weird, some 
funny, some sad, some smelly.  And ALL Jesus. Because 
scripture tells us that whatever we do for the least of our 
brothers, we do for Jesus.      
 So we come bearing gifts and cookies and singing 
carols that tell of the Christ child, all the time hoping to see 
Him in some way.  Year after year, in some small way, I 
always have an experience that reminds me that He is truly 
present.  Be it the elderly blind woman who knew every 
verse of every Christmas carol or the person who received 
a $1 sports watch in the grab bag and had tears in her eyes 
as she proclaimed it "just what I wanted -- the best Christ-
mas gift ever!"  What about the man who thanked us for 
bringing our small kids along because "Christmas is sup-
posed to be all about the little ones, you know?"  Or the 
ones who sat with their presents unopened in front of them 
because "I want to put it under the tree so Santa can bring 
it to me on Christmas morning."  Or the man who only 
wanted a pair of new shoes...because his were held to-
gether with duct tape. 
 Last year after Christmas, I received a Thank You 
note from the coordinator of the outreach program.  She 
wrote, ñDear Friends of our Outreach Residents:  In their 
names, I would like to express ñplenty of gratitudeò ,as one 
of them said to me, about the gifts he had received.  That 
gratitude is authentic and directed to each one of you ï for 
you have given them some hope once again this 
yearé.hope that they are not forgotten, hope that someone 
knows them by name, hope that there is someone out there 
who cares that they would receive something for Christ-
mas, that they are worth visiting and celebrating with.ò 

 Over the last twenty years, we have taken differ-
ent groups to ñthe homeò for our Christmas parties.   We 
have baked thousands of cookies, played Bingo, sang 
carols until our throats ached, dressed like elves and in 
general had a real fine time.  This year, we will take our 
Youth Group members who are part of the Young 
Neighbors (see article on page 6).  Iôm hoping that they 
will enjoy their afternoon as much as I know I will.  They 
will be delivering the gifts that all of you will purchase and 
place under our Giving Wreath.  I know that there will 
probably be more names on the wreath this year due to 
the unsettling economic times that we are experiencing.  I 
also know that the people of St. Johnôs are incredibly 
generous and will somehow find a way to fill the needs of 
all of those who are lonely and hurting.  As you buy and 
wrap your gifts, please remember to pray for the recipi-
ents of those gifts. 
 Every year following our party, as we travel back 
to our cozy reality, I can't help but shed tears.  Not for 
those simple souls that we meet at the home, but rather 
for ourselves and our too busy lifestyles and our jaded 
priorities and our broken relationships.  And every year I 
say to my husband and kids "Now itôs Christmas." 

 

òIn this life we cannot 

do great things.  We 

can only do small 

things with great love.ó 

 

Mother Teresa  

1910 -1997  
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WOMEN OF SPIRIT  

 Are you a woman?  Are you between the ages 
of 18 and 118?  Are you a member of St. John the Bap-
tist Parish?  If so, the Women of Spirit want you!!!!  For 
those of you who are not familiar with us we are an 
evangelization group for women within the parish.  What 
does that mean?  Our mission statement is to support, 
encourage and empower one another as we travel the 
spiritual journey, nurturing and celebrating our relation-
ships with God.  We try to provide an activity or program 
at least four times a year or once a quarter.  Where do 
the ideas for the programs come from?éThey come 
from you!  We meet for planning meetings as the need 
arises throughout the year and all women are invited.  
As ideas are presented, we find ways to make them 
happen.  Our programs are a mix of education, social 
and spiritual.  Sound like fun?  Call Theresa Ewing (974-
2816) for more information. 
  
 The next planning meeting for the Women of 
Spirit will be December 3rd.  Please watch the bulletin 
for more details. 

 Twenty-three women escaped everyday life and 
took to the woods of Cowan Lake State Park on the first 
weekend of October.  A great time was had by all.  Some of 
the weekend festivities included food, hiking, praying, camp-
fires, food, reflections, cornhole, food, fresh air, and did we 
say food?  Thanks a bundle to the committee who put the 
trip together:  Karen Muldowney, Patti Bunce, Lisa Davis, 
Theresa Ewing, Amy Dziedzic and Kathy McGrath.  Thanks 
to all of the great ladies who participated in the weekend 
activities.   Weôre already looking forward to next year! 
 
 The Women of Spirit book club is currently reading 
ñThe Helpò by Kathryn Stockett.  A discussion date in Janu-
ary will be announced.  The book is available in libraries and 
bookstores or can be ordered from Amazon.com. 
 
 
 If you would like to receive email updates from the 
Women of Spirit, please submit your email address to  
golfgirl@gimail.af.mil  
 

Women of Spirit Fall Getaway Weekend, 2009, Cowan Lake State Park 
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 The center has been crawling with activity since 
ninety preschoolers returned to school in September.  
One of our learning units revolved around Godôs smallest 
creatures--insects and spiders.  They have learned how 
God takes care of them just as he takes care of us and 
provides them with all the things they need to survive.  
They were fascinated to find out that bees can tell other 
bees where to find honey by doing a special dance, that 
ladybugs have a hard shell to protect their fragile wings, 
and that spiders can make webs to catch their lunch.  
They have watched with great interest as the ants work 
together to make tunnels in the ant farm.  A variety of 
bugs have spent a few hours in our insect playgrounds 
going through a maze or toppling the teeter totter as the 
children observed them through the magnifier.  Of course 
the study of insects was a springboard for a variety of 
other learning activities in the areas of language, math 
and fine and large motor skills.  Some of the bugs that 
they created with various art media were on display at 
our open house that was held on October 22. 
 Though it seems that school has just begun, we 
are already planning for the 2010-2011 school year.  
Registration will begin on Wednesday, January 6 at 
8:45 a.m. in room 101 for parishioners and families who 
have children in the program.   At that time you can put 
your childôs name on the appropriate class list, take a 

registration packet and return it within a week.  Some 
classes fill quickly so it is advisable to register as early in 
the day as possible.  You may also call the center and 
leave a message.   Your call will be returned as soon as 
possible.  Children must be three years old by September 
30 and completely potty trained.   If you have any questions 
about the program or the registration procedure or would 
like to schedule a visit, please call the center at 667-2629. 
The following classes will be offered next fall: 
 

Threes and Fours Monday/Wednesday  
   8:45-11:15 
Threes and Fours Tuesday/Friday   
   8:45-11:15 
Threes and Fours  Monday/Wednesday  
   12:30-3:00 
Threes and Fours Tuesday/Friday   
   12:30-3:00 
Fours and Fives               Monday/Wednesday/Friday 
    8:45-11:15 
Fours and Fives  Monday/Wednesday/Friday 
    12:30-3:00 
Pre-K  Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday/Friday   

  8:45-11:15 or 12:30-3:00 

SALUTATIONS FROM SALLY  
by Sally Minnich, ECP Director 

Preschoolers and their families enjoy their open house.   
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Food for Thought/Prayer 

Recently, I came across two snippets that I thought appropriate to reflect on during the Advent/Christmas season. 
The first is a Maasai (Africa) Creed. It comes from a program called Speaking of Faith with Krista Tippet, a broad-
cast that is available on-line. I think it is interesting to see with it emphasizes in comparison with the Nicene Creed 
which we recent at Mass. 
 

We believe in the one High God, who out of love created the beautiful world and everything good in it. God cre-
ated humanity and wanted it to be happy in the world. God loves the world and every nation and tribe on the 
earth. We have known this High God in the darkness, and now we know God in the light. God promised in the 
book of Godôs word, the Bible, that God would save the world and all nations and tribes. 
 
We believe that God made good Godôs promise by sending Godôs son, Jesus Christ, a human in the flesh, a 
Jew by tribe, born poor in a little village, who left his home and was always on safari doing good, curing people 
by the power of God, teaching about God and humanity, showing that the meaning of religion is love. He was 
rejected by his people, tortured and nailed hands and feet to a cross, and died. He was buried in the grave, but 
the hyenas did not touch him, and on the third day, he rose from that grave. He ascended to the skies. He is the 
Lord. 
 
We believe that all our sins are forgiven through him. All who have faith in him must be sorry for their sins, be 
baptized in the Holy Spirit of God, live the rules of love, and share the bread together in love, to announce the 
good news to others until Jesus comes again. We are waiting for him. He is alive. He lives. This we believe. 

 
The second is from an editorial on the web-site on the RCIA, Team RCIA and it asks us to reflect on our reaction to 
visitors during the holidays.  

 
ñAs we move closer to the holidays, there will be a lot of visitors in our churches. The business of parish life 
and our personal lives at this time of year can cause us to miss some key opportunities for evangelization. 
So before things get too hectic, this might be a good time to take a moment and think about what a visi-
tor is looking for when they show up at our parish. 
Catholics have a reputation. It is either good or bad, attractive or unattractive, depending on who you ask. 
We donôt control it. Our reputation exists in the mind of the person who is checking us out. They are either 
looking for confirmation that, yes, we are everything they thought we were, or no, we are not as bad as eve-
ryone says. In either case, we have to be on our best behavior when visitors show up. Smiles, handshakes, 
and lots of evidence that we are normal, ordinary people. Just like the visitor. 
Most strangers donôt come to church because they woke up one day and thought it would be a good 
idea to become holy. They usually come because of some problem or crisis in their life. If a stranger 
showed up at Mass next Sunday, what evidence would there be that your parishioners and parish staff un-
derstand human problems such as loneliness, joblessness, holiday grief, or fear of dying from an illness or 
old age? 
Almost every stranger (and lots of Catholics!) think you have to be a good person to come to church. 
The visitor is probably thinking that whatever has gone wrong in his or her life is so terrible, those holy peo-
ple in the church could never accept it. When the stranger shows up at Mass next Sunday, what will happen 
to assure him or her that they are absolutely and unconditionally welcome in your parish? 
Strangers come to our churches looking for a welcoming community, but even more so, they are looking 
for God. Often, they have lots of strange ideas about who God isðmostly centered on images of an old 
man with a judgmental attitude. What will be happening in our parishes this holiday season to lead people to 
an encounter will the all-loving and all-merciful God we worship? 
Somebody reminded me the other day that I tend to think and talk idealistically. I guess thatôs true. I believe 
in the resurrection of the dead, and you canôt get more idealistic than that. Nevertheless, as I read over 
these ideas for holiday evangelization, I realize you, all by yourself, may not be able turn your parish into a 
thriving center of welcome and hospitality by Christmas. But you can turn yourself into a better welcomer 
and evangelizer. And maybe you can encourage one or two others to join you. The ñidealò is not to accom-
plish what you cannot, but to maximize the influence that you can and do have. 
Blessings on all your efforts for bringing people to deeper faith this season. And thank you for all the time 
and commitment you give to the ministry of initiation.ò 

Both of these offer some worthwhile food for thought and prayer. 

DIALOGUE WITH DAN 
By Dan Thomas, DEC 
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Whew! What a trip! Where do I begin?! As many of you 
may know, the St. Johnôs Youth Ministry took part in a mis-
sion trip to San Francisco this summer. The trip was an 
unbelievable success! As a group, we prepared for roughly 
5 months, and then took part in a weeklong mission that 
would change our lives forever. 
 
As a group of 24 (20 Students and 4 Adults), we ventured 
to raise about $10,000 dollars to fund our trip. We held nu-
merous fundraisers, and also had many private donations. 
The group would like to thank all of you who helped us 
ñMake the Difference!ò We couldnôt have done it without 
you!!! 
 
In addition to our fundraisers, we also prepared for our jour-
ney in a couple of different ways. We looked into, and 
deepened our faith; using 
some tools and activities that 
our great (new) Youth Minis-
ter, Teri had for us! In addi-
tion, we had amazing help 
and guidance from 3 other 
chaperones, Mrs. Carmella 
Lammers, Mrs. Sandy Hipp, 
and Mr. Joel Hipp. We could-
nôt have been blessed with 
anything more than these 
adults gave us! Thank you! 
 
 Although to some it may 
seem to some that we were 
just your average group of 
20 kids that decided it would 
be fun to fly on a plane, help 
out, and see the Golden 
Gate Bridge (which we did get to see, AHHMAZING!) We 
arenôt. This is by far the closest-knit group of high-schoolers 
Iôve ever seen! The fundraising, team building, and faith 
deepening months that lead up to the actual trip, were just 
as fun and rewarding as the trip itself. 
 
Donôt get us wrong, getting 24 people across the country 
(as a whole!) was no easy feat. But we managed. While we 
conquered a few minor obstacles, we made it with no prob-
lems! When we arrived, we learned very quickly, that this 
wasnôt going to be your average vacation, but that made us 
all the more excited! We met 50 other high school aged 
kids, all of which we have been keeping in touch with 
(mostly through Facebook .). Everyone that was there 
made bonds and connections that wonôt soon be forgotten! 
It was truly astonishing, you met someone on day one, a 
complete and total stranger, which lives on the other side of 
the country, and by day six, you had a new best friend! 
Simply amazing! 
 
As a group, we were all shocked, we had made a differ-
ence. This difference is not something anyone can de-

scribe. All 24 of us came home, after almost 8 days of little 
sleep, hard work, and long daysé.gleaming like the sun. 
We had helped one on one to create a fabulous meal for a 
free dining hall, and we got to talk one on one with the 
guests. We listened to their stories, heard their advice, and 
enjoyed every minute of it! Some of us had the privilege to 
re-vamp a school that is struggling for funding. We covered 
odd jobs, under the direction of an absolutely astounding 
custodian, and an all- too-worried principal. Although not all 
of us could see the immediate effects, we knew in our 
hearts that these kids would walk into a nicer, cleaner, pret-
tier school! Finally, part of our group got to witness the best 
of both of these worlds. We had gotten the chance to help 
at a food pantry, not only did we get to assist and talk to 
guests, but also, with our down time, made huge improve-
ments to the pantry! (We painted the WHOLE building!) Our 

group did all of this, 
in one small week, 6 
short days! 
 
 As I sit here, trying 
to describe my ex-
perience, Iôm at a 
total loss of words. 
So many memories 
and life lessons that 
I canôt even get 
down on paper. It 
was truly amazing: 
the work we did, the 
people we helped, 
and the group I 
bonded so closely 
too. Iôm not sure if 
itôs the four square 

games we played in our free time, or the smile on Allanôs 
face as we brought him our dirty dishes, that made this trip 
one to change my life forever. It could have been those 
simple, little acts of kindness, that under normal circum-
stances, we donôt make time for. Thatôs really how anyone 
can make the difference. Sometimes, to make a difference, 
you donôt need big fancy things, or talents. God gave YOU 
have everything you need: An ear to listen, a hand to touch, 
and a heart to love. Thatôs really how I and my teammates 
made the difference to the people of San Francisco, but the 
difference didnôt stop there. We made a difference to each 
other. 
 
This summer, our St. Johnôs Youth Ministry is sponsoring 
another chance to get out and make a difference. This 
year, we are going to Boston, Massachusetts. We are al-
ready starting our mission here at Church; to prepare us to 
embark on what we know will be an amazing journey! If you 
get the chance, and see someone in one of our bright-
green shirts, stop them and ask them about how they made 
the difference. Youôll be amazed, at just how one little teen-
ager, affected and touched so many people. 

WE MADE A DIFFERENCE! 
Submitted by Joey Maus 
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Did you know there is a modern form of slavery worldwide?   
 
Answer:   In the U.S. alone, there are approximately 45,000 to 50,000 slaves who are brought to our country to perform, 
essentially, unpaid labor in manufacturing or are forced into prostitution.  A third of these victims are under the age of 17.  
Worldwide, there are an estimated 700,000 to two million slaves.  Poverty and limited job opportunities in some coun-
tries make offers of foreign employment attractive.  
  
Increasingly, children are being forced into prostitution, to fuel the demand for child pornography and to supply the sex 
tourism industry which flourishes in many developing countries.  Traffickers also profit by extracting exorbitant sums 
from the pay of those they deliver to manufacturing facilities.  Manufacturers benefit from drastically reduced labor costs 
which enable them to reap huge profits in sales to department stores and brand name clothiers.  Some chain stores in 
the U.S. purchase products from these sweat shop-type manufacturing facilities. 
  
John Paul II said, ñWhatever is opposed to life itself. . .whatever insults human dignity, such as subhuman living condi-

tions, arbitrary imprisonment, deportation, slavery, prostitution, the selling of women and children; as well as disgraceful 

working conditions, where people are treated as mere instruments of gain, rather than as free and responsible persons; 

all these things and others like them are infamies indeed.  They poison human society and they do more harm to those 

who practice them, than to those who suffer from the injury.  Moreover, they are a supreme dishonor to the Creator.ò  

 

Excerpts from: Global Trafficking in Persons:  A Modern form of Slavery, by Margaret MacDonnell 
  The Gospel of Life , by John Paul II   

RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE PRESENTS...Did you Know? 
Submitted by Judie McKitrick  

 At Tip Top Canneryôs Migrant Farm Worker Camp, it is common for parents to approach us asking for their chil-
dren to be baptized or to receive their First Sacraments.  Our policy is to encourage them to attend preparation classes 
back home or to provide the materials for the parents to prepare their children. 
  

I had wondered why parents always seemed so eager to celebrate the Sacraments here.  The main reason was 
revealed to me by a young man who referred to life at Camp as a ñworking  vacationò.  He said this because almost eve-
ryone is related at the Camp. During the winter they are scattered in various parts of South Texas, Georgia, and Florida.  
The two months here in the summer is indeed a family reunion and a ñworking vacationò and a major reason why parents 
want to celebrate the Sacraments here. 

  
That is the backdrop for Victoriaôs story.  San Juana, her grandmother, is legal guardian for Victoria and her 

three brothers (Grades 1, 2, 3, & 4). Last summer when her son said that the children could be baptized, San Juana was 
elated.  Because of the ages  of the children, they needed to be prepared so that they would understand what was hap-
pening.  When I was talking with Victoria and telling her that she would become a child of God, she literally jumped for 
joy. 

  
That speaks volumes about the more important preparation that her grandma had given her in her daily living.  

God is very real to her.  God is a loving and caring God.  Someone who causes us to jump for joy when we realize that 
we belong to God. 

  
The children were baptized on the last Saturday of September. What a celebration they held at Camp afterward. What 
reason they had to celebrate!  

HISPANIC MINISTRY 
Submitted by Nelda Schwab 

Hispanic Sacramental Celebrations: 
Baptism: 
Emily Noemi Higuera Ornelas, daughter of Cesar Higuera and Karina Ornelas 
Arthur Alexander Higuera Ornelas, son of Cesar Higuera and Karina Ornelas 
Diego Rivera, son of Joaquin Ramirez and Juana Canchola 
Evelin Ximena Rivera Juarez, daughter of Joaquin Ramirez and Juana Canchola   Continued on Page 9 
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Our Shawl Ministry does more than knit and purl.  We celebrate birthdays, too!   
Happy  93ôrd Fritz!   

If you are interested in the work that we do, please email Kathy Trimbach at trimts@woh.rr.com   
or Betty Voisard at bavoisard@yahoo.com for more info. 

Continued from Page 8 
 
Juan Luis Hernandez Ochoa, son of Juan Hernandez and Irma Ochoa 
Christopher Alexander Cabrera, son of Jaime Cabrera and Mayra Medina 
Sherlyn Yvonne Cabrera, daughter of Jaime Cabrera and Mayra Medina 
Rashel Molina DeJesus, daughter of Arturo Molina and Felipa DeJesus 
Zitaly Gonzalez, son of Miguel Gonzalez and Juana Ruiz 
Jose Luis Perez, son of Jorge Perez and Veronica Quintero 
Esmeralda Perez, daughter of Jorge Perez and Veronica Quintero 
Sintia Estela Perez, daughter of Jorge Perez and Veronica Quintero 
  
First Communions: 
Alejandra Villalobos 
Gabriela Ramirez 
Kristina Villalobos 
Adolfo Pecina 
  
Marriages: 
Jesus Armando Lopex Ramirez and Claudia Liliana Torres Limon 

Congratulations to all  from your St. Johnôs Family! 
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2009  ̧advent -  christmas schedule -  2009  

 
St. John the Baptist Parish ï Tipp City, Ohio  

 

SOLEMNITY OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF MARY:  

[Patronal Feast of the United States of America] 

MASSES: HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION TO ATTEND MASS 

Monday, December 7:  7:00 pm 
Tuesday, December 8: 8:30 am &  7:00 pm 

 

RECONCILIATION [Confession] DURING ADVENT:  

Saturdays: 4:00-4:30 PM 
 

Extra Confession times during Advent: 

Tuesday, December 22:  7:00-8:00 pm 
Wednesday, December 23: 12:00 Noon-1:00 pm &  5:00-6:00 pm 

 

Pastoral Region Advent Communal Penance Services: 

St. Christopher, Vandalia:  Monday, December 14: ï 7:00 pm 

 St. John the Baptist:   Tuesday, December 15: ï 6:30 pm 

  [First Reconciliation for our second grade parishioners] 
 

[Several priests available for Confession during Communal Penance Services] 

 

 
 

SOLEMNITY OF CHRISTMAS:  
Masses: Holy Day of Obligation to attend Mass 

Thursday, December 24: 5:00 pm [Hymns ½ hour before Mass] 

Friday, December 25:  12:00 Midnight &  10:30 am [Hymns ½ hour before Masses] 
[No 8:00 am Mass on December 25] 

 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY:  

Masses:  Saturday, December 26: 5:00 pm 

    Sunday, December 27: 8:00 am & 10:30 am 

 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD:  Holy Day of Obligation 

Masses: Thursday, December 31, 2009 ð 5:00 pm 

Friday, January 1, 2010 ð 10:30 am 

[ No 8:00 am Mass on January 1]  

 

BLESSING OF COUPLES EXPECTING A CHILD [includes adopting parents]:  

During the Masses for the Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 19-20 

5:00 PM (Saturday); 8:00 & 10:30 AM (Sunday) 
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Question:  What is meant by ñFear of the Lordò?  How can you fear the Lord if 
you love Him?  I donôt think God wants anyone to be afraid of Him. 
 
Great question!  For those of us ñolderò Catholics, we were taught  Fear of the Lord as 
one of the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit.  This is first mentioned in Isaiah. ñThe Spirit of 
the LORD will rest on himð the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of 
counsel and of power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORDðand he will 
delight in the fear of the LORD.ò  Isaiah 11:  2-3    This fear is often misunderstood as 

the kind of fear that we have when we are afraid of being punished.  Rather, it is to be understood as a fear of offending 
our God who loves us above all of His creations.  I can best relate this to when I was a youngster, I was afraid of doing 
things that were wrong in school.  I was more afraid of disappointing my parents than I was of any punishment that they 
or my teachers would have brought against me.  The use of the word ñfearò also speaks to the way that people in the 
Old Testament regarded God...a God of vengeance.  Today, we are more likely to hear this gift of the Holy Spirit being 
described as ñAwe and Wonderò.  It is a Gift of reverence rather than a fear of despair.  It is a bowing down in absolute 
wonder and love before a God who loves us and forgives us no matter what.  It is knowing that our God is bigger than all 
of the problems and injustices that exist in our world.   It is holding a new baby and being blown away by the joy that 
comes from knowing that God continues to amaze us.  It is celebrating the Advent and Christmas Season and knowing 
that God did all of this for us just because he loves us.  Enjoy that peace and exhilaration! 
 
 
ñAt The Crossroadsò is a place where you can have your questions answered.  Any questions regarding the Catholic 
Faith are welcomed .  You may send them by email to cgriffin@coax.net , drop them in the collection basked at Mass, 
mail them to the parish offices or deliver them there by hand.  Rememberé.the only dumb question is the unasked 
question.  Youôll be glad you asked. 

 

 

St. Johnôs MOMôs Group 
 

The St. Johnôs Momôs Group 
would like to invite all moth-
ers of young children to at-
tend our meetings and/or 
events. The group meets 
twice a month on Thursday 
mornings from 9:15 to 11:00 
a.m. in the Parish Banquet 
Hall with the exception of 
the summer months. Baby-
sitting is provided in Room 
108.Questions, contact 
Carin Coty (669-2689, 
cscoty@zoomtown.com) 
o r  T i f f a n y  D o s e c k 
(jdoseck2@woh.rr.com). 

Would your parish group like to have an article in the 
AMEN Newsletter?  Submissions may be sent to Cindy 
Griffin by email cgriffin@coax.net or may be placed in the 
offertory basket or mailed to the parish office or dropped 
off at the parish office.  Whew!  Thatôs a lot of ways that 
you can communicate with us!  The AMEN is published 
four times a year.  Deadlines for the AMEN are February 
1st, May 1st, August 1st and November 1st. 
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ADVENT BEGINS SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29th! 
 

Here is a sample Advent prayer that may be used in your home: 

As we light these candles let us warm our hearts to welcome little Jesus. Let us spend Advent prayerfully. Let us 
slow down our lives and spend quiet time with the Lord. Oh God, your word makes all things holy. Pour down your 
blessings on this wreath, May it remind us to slow down our pace and make our hearts ready for the coming of 

Your Son, Our Lord.  Amen. 


